
Waiver of School Bus Riding Time Limit 
 
As many of you know, our district is growing and as a result the number of bus riders has also 
increased.  Coupled with limited drivers, buses and a full activity schedule, we are forced to take 
measures we would not normally consider.  We are required to inform you that your school bus route 
will be longer than 60 minutes.  Please see the posted route sheet on the schools website.  Iowa 
Administrative Code, 281, chapter 43 states: 
 
43.1(1) Bus routes within the boundaries of transporting districts as well as within designated 
areas must be as efficient and economical as possible under existing conditions. Duplication of 
service facilities shall be avoided insofar as possible. 43.1(2) A route shall provide a load of at 
least 75 percent capacity of the bus. 43.1(3) The riding time, under normal conditions, from the 
designated stop to the attendance center, or on the return trip, shall not exceed 75 minutes for 
high school pupils or 60 minutes for elementary pupils. (These limits may be waived upon request of 
the parents.) 
 
I, __________________________, (parent/guardian)of, ___________________________,(student) hereby 
grant a waiver of the 60 minute route bus ride limit. 
 
____________________________________ 
Signature and Date 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Some background as to why we are asking for a waiver: 
 

• We currently have 6 qualified “yellow” school bus drivers.  4 regular route drivers and 2 
sub drivers. 

• We have 6 school buses. 

• We have 4 regular routes and a heavy activity schedule. 
 
Things we have done to try and prevent this waiver: 
 

• We have been recruiting bus drivers for a number of years now without much success.  There 
has been some interest, but for various reasons the process never made it to completion.   

• We have looked into the cost of hiring a charter bus for activities, but the cost is 
prohibitive.  For example, a charter bus to Buffalo Center would cost $1,424.00; to Dike 
$594.00. 

• We have considered splitting this route into 2 routes, but then we would not be able to meet 
our extracurricular schedule.  We would then only have 1 driver and 1 bus available for 
activities with zero flexibility should a bus break down or a driver become ill. 

• We have considered purchasing a class A, mini bus, with hopes of having coaches drive their 
team to games.  There are two types of these buses: one that looks and operates much like a 
larger yellow school bus and one similar to that that Don Bosco occasionally uses.   In 
order to operate the former, one would need to be a fully licensed yellow bus driver, the 
later bus, known as a multifunction school activity bus is not allowed for use in Iowa (read 
next paragraph).  To drive one of these buses, no CDL requirements exist so long as it is no 
larger than 15 passengers (includes driver). 

 
44.2(7) Multifunction school activity bus (MFSAB). A multifunction school activity bus is a school 
bus whose purposes do not include transporting students to and from home or school bus stops as 
defined in 49 CFR 571.3. MFSABs meet all FMVSS for school buses except the traffic control 
requirements (alternately flashing signal and stop arm). MFSABs are not allowed for use by schools 
or school districts in the state of Iowa. 
 
Things you can do to help us: 
 

• Contact our State Senator, Representative and Governor and ask them to sponsor legislation 
that will allow the use of MFSAB’s for schools.  Their contact info is: 

 
Senator Craig Johnson:  craig.johnson@legis.iowa.gov. Phone: 319-334-2413 
Representative Sandy Salmon:  sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov. Phone: 515-281-3221 
Governor Kim Reynolds:  1007 East Grand Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. Phone: 515-281-5211 
 

• If you or someone you know is interested in driving for activities, please contact us at 
319-987-2581. 

 


